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Speed is good in basketball and hockey
— not in spending taxpayer dollars

peed is essential to suc-
cess in basketball. In
hockey, even more so.
But the great haste in-
volved in planning a multi-bil-
lion-dollar, sports-focused remodel
of downtown Salt Lake City — one
that will draw many millions in
public financing and have a signif-
icant impact on existing facilities
and cultural landmarks — is less
exciting than it is troubling.
1t now falls to Salt Lake City of-
ficials — Mayor Erin Mendenhall
and members of the City Council
— to take as much care as they can,
and invite as much public input as
can be managed in a compressed
state-imposed timeline, to make
sure the taxpayers aren't getting
fouled and other downtown institu-

orthe city’s yet-to-be-named Na-
tional Hockey League franchise,
have a general understanding of the
rules of those games.

The fans also know that their
only influence over the game will
be to cheer ar boo at appropriate
moments, for ali the difference that

And to pay for that privilege.

The rules governing the cre-
ation of the new downtown sports
and entertainment district were
cooked up, mostly behind closed
doors, or in the expensive court-
side seats at the Delta Center, as the
leaders of the Utah Legislature and
Gov. Spencer Cox were beguiled by
Ryan Smith, new owner of the Jazz
and the man who brought the NHL
toUtah.

Tt was a pleasant surprise to find
out that lawmakers were deter-
mined to keep the NBA and NHL
downtown. That they did not want
to be a party to settling one or both
teams in the southern suburbs.

Given the apparent joy legisla-
tive leaders sometimes take in diss-
ing the elected leaders of the Capi-
tal City — taking power away from
them to form inland port facili-
ties and a propased Major League

NHL team on April 24, 2024.
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Baseball project — that was good And it expects to seek a kickback
news indeed. — mare genteelly known as tax-in-

For all the fussand muss thatis  crement financing — of the in
andwill beinvolvedinthebasket-  creased property tax revenue gen
ball and hockey projects, thoseeco-  erated in that zone.
nomicengines belong downtown. The fact that SEG isn't necessar-

The result was SB272. That law ily claiming all of the new sales tax
empowers Salt Lake City to cre- revenue does raise hope for need-
ateadistrict of not mare than 100 ed upgrades to the concert hall and
acres surrounding the convention center. And
Delta Center for redevel OUR help to restore Japan-
opmentand to impose £ town, the ethnic enclave
withoutapublicvote, '\ [ L \N/  thatwaslargelyrazedto
a.5% hike in the city- make room for the con-
widesalestaxtohelp  p. o o vention center 60 years
pay forit. Editorial Board 8-

That sales tax hike is Asword of the plans
expected to raise some burbled out, many were
$54 million a year, well more than ~ seized with a panic that Abravanel

$1hillion over the 30 years of its au-
thorized life.

Hall might be torn down. SEG and
city and county officials have since

The Smith Entertainment rushed — “rushed” being the key
Group (SEG) has told the City word in so much of this — to reas-
Council that it will need $900mil-  sure us that Abravanel will remain
lion of that to funditsplans, which  “on site.” Though the 45-year-old
include not only major upgrades to ‘hhall may be remodeled or totally re-
the Delta Centerbut alsonneigh-  built.
borhood of restaurants, bars, retail Pnhlx'nismmm\dmpdm-
and housing, and will Sponse rum are the inev-
Tion of its own. tﬂ*hvpuh.mornmdm

SEG wants control over theland s marked by both speed and se-
that now houses the Delts Center crecy. The formal application SEG
and Salt Lake County-owned filed with the city was original-

facil-
ities including the Salt Palace Con-
vention Center. the Utah Museum
of Contemporary Art and Abrava-
nel Hall, home of the Utah Sym-
phony. It wants rapid zoning ap-
provals and no limit on the hﬂL’hl
of buildings it may create there.

ly stamped “confidential” — only
to be shaken loose by a diligent Salt
Lake Tribune reparter

The state law enabling all of this
sets September 1 — this September
1— as the deadline for SEG and the
cityto reach a deal. Such a hurried

Perfection is overrated. Moms
should aim for good enough.’

other's Day can be a day
of joy end acknowledge-
ment for some women.

lationship

ther, those who have children are
sometimes reminded of their own
perceived deficiencies as they hear
others speak of these self-sacrificing,
flawless, angelic maternal figures.

I'm a psychiatric mental health
nurse practitioner in Utah, and 1
primarily work with hopeful, preg-
nantand postpartum women: many
of them strugggle with the-idea of not
heu-gaand enough as women and as

\mvmn Ferrara’s monologue
in “Barbie” addresses the
enough narrative succinctly when
she says, “You have to never get old,
never be rude, never show off, nev-
erbe seifish, never full down, never

fail, never show fear, never get out
of line. It's too hard!™ This descrip-
tion of womanhood, and by exten-
sion, motherhood, oozes 3
altruism and expectation. And no
one is benefitting from it.

Good enough is enough
101958, Donald Winnicott, a pey
choanalyst and pediatrician coined
the term “the g0d enough mother,”
not in relation 10 perfectionism but
in regards to child development. He

pact will likely have some hlank
spots to be filled in later. Hopefully
‘with more public participation.

Asof now, the only formal op-
portunity for Salt Lake City resi-
dents toweigh in will be at a public
hearing set for May 21, with council
approval of the sales tax hike com-
ingas soonas July 2.

The clock is running Time for
the people of Salt Lake City to get in
the game.

The law that limits peaple to
public restroams that match their
gender assigned at birth was rushed
through in the opening days of the
2024 session. It was a solution in
search of a problem, opposed by a
large majarity of Utahns, and draft-
ed to burnish the election-year an-
t-LGBTQ credentials of a few far-
right legislators.

Without asking Dougall what he
thought, lawmakers ordered vio-
lations of the law to be reported to
the auditor's office. Onoe the audi-
tor had dutifully created an online
means to do that, it was immedi-
ately flooded with mare than 4,000
complaints. All of them, Dougall
said, likely hoaxes.

Dougall. who is now running for

for what he rightly mlh-dnnrtha
exampile of “an invasive and overly
aggressive Legislature that too of-
ten fails to seek input from those
most affected”

Complaints about violations of

mare properly directed to the bill's

spansor. Morgan Republican Rep.
Kera Birkeland, st kbirkeland@
leutahgov.
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wrote, “The good enough ‘mother ..
s one who makes active.
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